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A warm welcome awaits you here at Ashington 
High School Sports College Sixth Form 

 
Choosing where and what to study after Year 11 can shape the course of your life and could 
be one of the most important decisions youôll ever take. Make sure you get it exactly right for 
you. 
 
Make the right decision ï and your post-16 education will be a powerful personal journey of 
self-discovery and success that will leave you focused, independent and qualified to grasp 
your opportunities confidently and build a successful future.  
 
Get it right ï and the next two years will be an exciting and invigorati ng time in your life that 
will challenge you as an individual and shape your future. Youôll discover new freedoms, new 
responsibilities and a world of choice and opportunity. Youôll reveal your future and get 
focused on your path to success.  
 
These years are crucial. You must make the most of them and I know that Ashington High 
School is the place to do exactly that. Weôll help you make the right choices and show you 
how to work to achieve the academic success that opens up a world of opportunity.  
 
Weôll develop your interests and skills and challenge you to discover new talents and 
enthusiasms that will last a lifetime. Weôll also help you to have a great time ï happy, 
hardworking, positive and fulfilling ï surrounded by good friends and like minds taking the 
same exciting journey. 
 
If you want to do something great with your life, come to Ashington High School Sports 
College. 
 
Rob Kitching 
 

Principal  



 



 

 

 The Sixth Form Team 
 
This is an exciting and potentially overwhelming time as you decide on your future pathways.  We have a 

comprehensive selection of courses, some new for 2012, to meet your future needs and we encourage you 

to select those courses that will sustain your career aspirations, interests and personal strengths.   Please 

do not be tempted to select a course because your friend has opted for it and you are unsure what to 

choose. 

 

You have a team of permanent Sixth Form Tutors and a Student Support Officer, as well as myself to 

support your learning and monitor your progress through the next stage  of your education.  We also hope 

that you will embrace the many additional opportunities that life in the Sixth Form at Ashington High 

School has to offer.  It is often these supplementary skills and experiences that add breadth and weight to 

your university or job applications and have the potential to make you stand out from the crowd.  

 

We wish you every success in your GSCE exams and we look forward to working with you in September.   

 

Please feel free to email me if you require any further information.  

 

Jenny Trapp  

Director of Post 16 

 

jennifer.trapp@northumberland.gov.uk   

 

01670 812166 

 

mailto:jennifer.trapp@northumberland.gov.uk


 

 Admissions - September 2012 
 
Any Ashington High School student meeting the entry requirements is entitled to a place in our Sixth Form.  We 

also welcome applications from external students wishing to join our Sixth Form.  

 

AS/BTEC  Level 3  

 

For those students achieving a minimum of 5 A* - C grades in Full C ourse GSCEs in at least 5 separate 

subject areas includi ng English Language and Mathematics  (not ASDAN or Citizenship).  

 

Level 2 BTEC qualifications from Yr 11 will generally only be considered if they are Merit level and above. 

 

There are several potential pathways to choose from:  

 

¶ 4 (or 5) AS Levels  - ideally students with 6  /  7+ strong GSCE passes 

¶ 3 AS Levels and additional active citizenship 

¶ 2 AS Levels and 2 BTEC courses 

¶ 2 AS Levels, 1 BTEC course and additional active citizenship 

¶ 1 AS Level and 3 BTEC courses 

¶ 4 BTEC courses 

¶ 3 BTEC courses and additional active citizenship 

 

Additional course specific entry requirements /grades  can be found on the individual course pages ; 

students must also have a proven good attendance and behaviour record .  Once the option blocks are 

finalised you will need to select one AS or BTEC option only from three or four of the five available blocks. 

 

Courses will run subject to the required number  of  student s enrol ling  on the course 

and exam board approval . 

 



Transition to Sixth Form / Enrolment  
 

In Year 11 you will receive imparti al advice, guidance and support from the school about your next steps.  
There is also the additional programme of events:  
 
13 th  ï 16 th  December 2011 ï Subject Taster sessions ï please sign up in advance. 
 
January 2012 ï ódry-runô of subject choices will be collected from those Yr 11 students intending to return 
to Yr 12 so that option blocks can be tailored specifically as possible to meet the needs of the majority of the 
cohort.  Subjects that do not attract enough students at this point will  not be subsequently be included in the 
final option blocks and will therefore not be offered.  
 
February 2012 onwards  ï Individual appointments for students and parents to consult with the Director of 
Post 16 regarding your choices.   
 
1st May  2012  - Deadline for option block choices.  Completed application forms must be returned to the 
Director of Post 16.  Subject Leaders will conditionally approve your application for your choices on achieving 
the required GCSE and BTEC passes. 
 
May ï June  2012 ï GCSE exams 
 
23 rd  Augu st  ï GCSE results day.  10 am ï Noon in the main school hall. 
 
24 th  August  ï Interviews for those students not able to follow intended course of study due to Yr 11 results 
 
28 th  August  ï Interviews for those students who wish to apply to change their Sixth Form Choices 
 
3 rd  September  ï Year 12 Compulsory Induction Session  
 
Transition tasks will be available on FROG VLE from August 2012 and must be completed to the required 
standard and submitted to your subject teachers on your first day back to confirm yo ur place in Sixth Form.  



 

 

 

Guidance and Support in Choosing the Correct Course 
 
You will probably have been thinking about which courses to choose for some time.  You may have decided on courses 
because you know that you will need them for your future career.  For some students your performance in your  Yr 11 
studies will help determine your choice of Sixth Form courses. 
 

Consider all of the following when making your choices : 
 
¶ What am I good at?  What do I enjoy? 

¶ What will be necessary towards a specific degree/career?  It is vital that you carefully research the options! Look at  

www.ucas.com e.g. 

o Engineering will require mathematics and often physics 

o Medicine and Veterinary Medicine requires at least two sciences; Chemistry is almost always required 

o Some universities may not want you to study A Level Law for their Law degree  

o Psychology degrees often require a science at A Level 

o Science based degrees almost always require two sciences at A Level and often mathematics 

o Geography at university requires you to have studied it at A Level  

¶ What courses complement each other? e.g.  

o Art and mathematics for architecture for example  

o A science with Health and Social care for nursing  

¶ What courses arenôt such a favoured combination by universities, e.g. 

o Art and Design ï often one or the other is advised to allow breadth in your other choices  

o English Language and English Literature ï as above to allow breadth of choice 

¶ What will be valuable towards general career choices? 

¶ What have staff, f amily and Connexions advised? 

¶ You must also consider - is Ashington High School Sixth Form the right place to continue my education? 
 

Can I change courses?  
 

Yes, once you have your Yr 11 GCSE/BTEC results there is an interview day you must attend if you wi sh to apply to change 
your choices.  In exceptional circumstances it may also be possible to change course up until the 30th September 2012; 
depending on meeting the course entry requirement and there being space in the class you want to move into .   To change 
courses you must complete the necessary paperwork available from the Director of Post 16. 

http://www.ucas.com/


 

  
Additional Opportunities 

Enrichment Activities  
 

All students are able to follow the Community Sports Leaders Award  (CSLA) in Year 12 and progress onto the Higher 
Sports Leaders A ward  (HSLA) in Year 13. 

 
Open University Young Applicant Courses  (OU YASS) ï are short courses that can be studied in addition to AS/BTEC 
courses.  Students can choose from either a 10 or 15 week course that is at the equivalent level to year one at university.  
Achieving one of these courses demonstrates clearly to universities that the student has the capacity to manage their time 
effectively and work independently at a higher level.  Students who express an interest in these courses will have to 
complete an initial academic task before they are sponsored through the course. 

 
Adult Community E ducation, Pre -driving Theory, First Aid  and Youth Work  courses are also available at certain 
times throughout the year ï let your tutor know in Year 12 if you are interested. 
 
New Courses  and Opportunities  - We are continually exploring other courses/opportunities to enhance our existing 
programme. 

Active Citizenship  
 

In addition to your Sixth Form Courses you will be required to complete 30 hrs Active Citizenship service throughout Year 
12.  This is to widen your experience and to give you additional mater ial for CVs and application forms.  The following list 
includes example of what you might do:  

¶ Supporting a member of staff on a wee kly duty, at lunchtime or break/ in the classroom 
¶ Community service (e.g. working in a local school, retirement home, library etc.) 
¶ Helping a member of staff to run an after school club.  
 

Student Voice and Student Leadership  
 

There is an active Sixth Form Council that works with the Director of Post 16 to make suggestion about the development 
of the Sixth Form.  There are also posts of Head Boy and Head Girl as well as their Deputies who take a lead in Student 
Voice activities and also work directly with the schoolôs Senior Leadership Team.  A selection process is held after Easter 

for Year 12 students to put themselves forward fo r the position.  



 

 

Additional Information  
Study Skills and Facilities  
We have a dedicated ICT room for Sixth Form students as well as a supervised common room where they can either 
study or relax a little between lessons.  There are also tea and coffee making facilities and a digital TV showing up to 
the minute 24hr news (music at lunchtimes) .  The library and other ICT rooms are also available for students to conduct 
independent studies ; we recommend an additional  4 hours study per subject per week on top of  lesson time. 
 

Life Skills  
Each tutor group is given an assembly to present to the rest of the Sixth Form; the ability to be able to speak 
confidently and in front of their peers, staff and invited guests is to be encouraged.  There will also be focus days  and 
other opportunities to gain new skills and experiences. 
 

Employment, Enterprise and Entrepreneurial Skills  
We ask each tutor group to devise and run a business activity at a certain point in the year.  We also work closely with 
the Connexions service and run employability workshops as well as keeping the students up to date with careers advice 
and guidance.  This coming year we are hoping to work wit h local businesses and the ALP enterprise team to offer more 
activities. 
 

Charity Fundraising  
Our Sixth Form students are fantastic fundraisers for both local and national charities and have raised considerable sums 
of money through various activities.  
 

Trips and Visits  
As well as many subject visits there is always a reward activity at the end of each term linked to a specific criteria 
whether it be attendance or all round contribution.  Our last two trips have seen us take our students to Flamingo Land 
and the Christmas Markets in Edinburgh. Year 12 students are also able to go skiing and others went to New York. 
 

Yr 13 Leavers Dinner  
At the end of Year 13 the students organise a blackïtie dinner at a local venue which is a fantastic way for them to 
celebrate the end of their studies with their tutors and staff.  
 

Outside Support  
Sixth Form students still have access to our school nurse and also an independent counsellor.  Guest Speakers and 
organisations are invited into assemblies and tutor periods to cover relevant topics. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





AS/A2 Accounting  
Level AS and A2  
Examining Body ï AQA 
Subject  Leader ï Miss C 
Thompson  
 
Course Overview  
 
AQA 
 
AS Units 
 
Unit 1 - Introduction to Financial 
Accounting 
 
Unit 2 ï Financial and Management 
Accounting 
 
A2 Units 
 
Unit 3 ï Further Aspects of Financial 
Accounting 
 
Unit 4 ï Further Aspects of 
Management Accounting 
 
Course Overview  
 
This course is ideal for those who are 
interested in numeracy and finance. It 
suits students who wish to work in 
accounting and finance. This course 
investigates the importance of 
accounting information systems, the 
techniques used and the analysis and 
evaluation of data. 
 

 
Entry Grades / Required Skills  
 
Students need to have a grade B in 
Mathematics and have 5 A* - C 
grades.  You will be expected to have a 
keen interest in the current economic 
climate and government legislation 
based on finance. 
 

Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
This course is a practical course where 
students will need to complete 
accounting exercises based on case 
studies. This is an academic course 
where analysis and evaluation skills will 
be essential. 
Teaching will be delivered through 
teacher led theory lessons and 
interactive student presentations. 
Students will need to research 
independently and keep up to date with 
current affairs.  
 
Assessment  
 
Unit 1 and 2 
Assessment for each unit is in the form 
of a 1 hour 30 minutes written 
examination. 
There will be four compulsory questions 
ï each carrying a variable number of 
marks, each with a variable number of 
sub-questions. 
 
Unit 3 and 4 

Assessment for each unit is in the form 
of a 2 hour written examination.  
There will be four compulsory questions 
ï each carrying a variable number of 
marks, each with a variable number of 
sub-questions. 
 
Progression  
 
Progression from this course can lead to 
university degrees in Accounting and 
Finance, Business and other academic 
degrees. 
 
Career Prospects  
 
¶ Employment working for a business 

in the finance department  

¶ Apprenticeship with Procter and 
Gamble and Sage 

¶ Working for the civil  service in the 
finance section 

¶ School business management  

¶ Entrepreneur  
 

 

This course will run for the first 

time in September 201 2 subject 

to exam board approval  and 

student numbers . 
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 2200  
Examining Body: AQA  
Subject  Leader: M iss C Lar kin  
 
Course Overview  
 

This course is for those students who 
particularly enjoy working with a range 
of fine art media, techniques and 
processes.  You will explore relevant 
images, artefacts and resources 
relating to art and design from the 
past and from recent times including 
European and non-European 
examples. This will be integral to the 
investigating and making process.   
 
Students will explore drawing using a 
variety of methods and media on a 
variety of scales.  Underpinning all this 
will be the use of sketchbooks, 
workbooks and journals. 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Grade A*  ï C at GCSE in Art & Design. 
You will need a broad base of practical 
skills and the confidence to experiment 
with a wide variety of materials. A 
good understanding of ICT is essential 
to manipulate images and carry out 
thorough research. 
 
You will be expected to research and 
collect information independently in 
the form of sketchbooks, photographs, 

notes and analytical drawing. You will 
need to be able to manage your time 
well and make full use of the facilities 
both during study periods and after 
school. Projects will require you to visit 
exhibitions and art galleries. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The course is 100% practical and will 
be delivered in a variety of ways, from 
teacher led to interactive student 
presentations.  The AS course consists 
of Unit 1 ï the Portfolio unit and Unit 2 
ï the AS Externally Set Assignment. 
The A2 course consists of Unit 3 ï the 
Personal Investigation unit and Unit 4 ï 
the A2 Externally Set Assignment. 
Students will be required to work 
maturely in their own time showing 
strong determination to succeed.   
 
Assessment  
 
The course is broken into 2 units for the 
AS course and for the A Level, one unit 
of coursework followed by a controlled 
test set by the exam board. Each unit is 
worth 25% of your overall A Level. You 
will be expected to produce a collection 
of materials & submit these in form of a 
portfolio. For each Unit you must 
complete an extended collection of 
work, or project, based on an idea, 
concept, theme or issue which 
demonstrates your ability to sustain 
work from an initial starting point to a 

fully realised piece/s. 
 
Progression  
 
A qualification in Art & Design is 
recognised as being extremely 
important by colleges, universities and 
employers. AS/A Level Art & Design can 
lead to further opportunities to study 
Higher Education within the field of Art 
& Design. The course develops 
confidence in ideas, opinion and 
creativity required for employment 

outside of an Arts specialism. Possible 

careers include: 
 
¶ Media 
¶ Teaching 
¶ Management 

¶ Business 
¶ Design 

 
For further information please see our 
Department staff or visit:  
 
www.nelsonthornes.com/aqagce  
www.artchive.com  
www.artnet.com  
www.tate.org.uk  
www.artcyclopedia.com 

www.arthistoryarchive.com  
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Level:  AS and A2  
Course Code: 2411  
Examining Body: AQA  
Subject  Leade r: Mr M Dawson   
 
Course Overview  
 
The course contains topics that are 
designed to further stimulate studentsô 
interest in the subject by placing a 
strong emphasis on how Biology relates 
to their everyday lives.  In addition to 
subject content, students are taught 
skills that will enable them to critically 
analyse and evaluate topical issues, 
which surround them.  This will allow 
students to make well-informed 
decisions, which are based on 
considering different points of view.  
 
Examples include: 
¶ Should the MMR vaccine be given 

to young children? 

¶ Should we create genetically-
modified organisms? 

¶ What are the implications of 
screening fetal and adult cells for 
genetic diseases? 

¶ Should stem cells taken from 
human embryos be used for 
medical research? 

¶ Should we clone organisms? 

¶ What issues are involved in 
conserving species and habitats? 

¶ How are human activities affecting 
the environment? 

 
Entry Grade / Required S kills  
 
Students who do well in this subject 

have typically achieved grades A* -  B 
at Additional Science Higher GCSE.  
We will also look at individual marks and 
will only consider students achieving 15 
or more out of 20 on the Biology section 
of this exam. 
 
You will need to be able to manage your 
time well and make full use of the 
facilities both during free periods and 
after school.  Independent study skills 
and a high degree of motivation is vital.  
The course is extremely interesting and 
highly rewarding in terms of the future 
career paths that are possible with a 
good A-level pass in Biology. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
Students learn in a variety of different 
ways and this is reflected in how this 
course is taught.  The following 
strategies will be used: teacher led 
activities, interactive student 
presentations, group discussions, 
practical investigations and research 
tasks. 
 
Assessment  
 
There are six units taught over two 
years: 
 
Unit 1: Biology & Disease (17%)  
Unit 2: Variety of Living Organisms 
(23%)  
Unit 3: AS Coursework (10%)  
Unit 4: Populations & Environment 
(17%)  
Unit 5: Control in Cells & Organisms 

(23%)  
Unit 6: A2 Coursework (10%)  
 
Units 1, 2 and 4 can be examined in 
January and June. 
Units 3, 5 & 6 can be examined in June 
only. 
 
In each year of the course there will be 
one coursework task (ISA), which is 
done under controlled exam conditions. 
 
Each coursework task has two sections: 
 
¶ Section A:  students carry out a 

practical written by the exam board 
and record their results. 

 
¶ Section B: student s analyse and 

evaluate their results from the 
practical and using data supplied by 
the exam board, which has not been 
seen previously. 

 
Progression  
 
A qualification in Biology opens many 
doors in terms of future career paths.  
This course is a prerequisite to almost 
all courses offered in Higher Education 
that have a link  with Biology.  Examples 
of future careers include: medicine; 
dentistry; nursing; veterinary science; 
medical research; environmental 
research and sports science. 
 
For further details on th is course, visit 
the AQA website at:  
 
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/science/
biology_materials.php?id=03&prev=&ta
bid=1  
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Co de: HO34  
Examining Body: OCR  
Subject  Leader: Miss K Lang  
 

Course Overview  
Chemistry AS is a subject that both 
requires and develops a variety of 
skills. It is a qualification highly valued 
by universities and employers alike 
and can lead to a wide range of 
careers. 
 

The course builds on knowledge 
gained from the GCSE Science course 
while developing practical techniques. 
Once the key features of a topic have 
been introduced and developed, 
applications in the real world are 
considered. The course encompasses 
all aspects of modern Chemistry 
including drug development and 
synthesis, analytical techniques and 
environmental chemistry as well as the 
classic disciples of Organic, Inorganic 
and Physical chemistry. The teaching 
of practical skills is integrated with the 
theoretical topics. 
 

Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 

Students who do well in this subject 
have typically achieved grades A* ï B 
at GCSE in Additional Science 
Higher . We will also look at individual 
marks and will only consider 
students achieving 15 or m ore out 
of 20 on the Chemistry section of 
this exam . 
 

You will need a broad base of practical 
skills and the confidence to complete 
an experiment independently. 
 
A good understanding of Maths is 
essential to manipulate equations. 
 
You will be expected to research and 
collect information independently 
throughout the course, both during 
outside lesson time. 
 
Upon successful completion of the AS 
level students may choose to specialise 
further by enrolling on the A2 course. 
This is a first step to university st udy 
and comprises of a more in-depth look 
at a number of selected topics. 
 

Teaching and Learning Styles  
 

AS chemistry is a practical based 
subject delivered in a variety of ways. 
This includes teacher led sessions and 
interactive student presentations.  
 

In addition to theory sessions there are 
a large amount of practical based 
investigations involved in the course.  
 

Students are encouraged to read 
around the subject, not only to develop 
their understanding in preparation for 
exams but also for pleasure. A wide 
range of accessible and enjoyable texts 
are available. 
 

Students are also given the opportunity 
to attend various workshops 
throughout the year which have been 
made available to us through our link 

with Newcastle University Chemistry 
Dept. 
 

Assessmen t  
 

The AS and A2 courses both consist of 
two written exams and three pieces of 
structured coursework.  
Students undertake external 
examinations in January and June and 
coursework is completed in lessons 
throughout the year.  
Due to the modular nature of the  
course students have the opportunity to 
resit examinations if they so wish.  
 

Progression  
 

The qualification is highly regarded by 
colleges, universities and employers. 
AS/A2 Chemistry can lead to a wide 
range of opportunities to study at a 
higher level. The course develops 
problem solving abilities, analytical 
techniques and lateral thinking, all 
areas of value both within and beyond 
a Chemistry specialism. Possible careers 
are varied and include: 
 

¶ Research Scientist 

¶ Forensics 
¶ Management 
¶ Business 
¶ Law 
¶ Accounting 
¶ Medicine 

 

For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
www.rsc.org  

     www.soci.org  
www.practicalchemistry.org 
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8RM01, 8GR01  
Examining Body: Edexcel  
Subject  Leader: Ms R Young  
 
Course Overview  
 

ñProduct Design is about turning great 

ideas into things which are really useful for 
peopleò ï quote from a Year 9 student. This 
exciting A Level course teaches creative 
problem solving and a thoughtful approach 
to designing.  You will build your subject 
knowledge and making skills through a 
range of practical activities,.  In 2006 & 
2008, students visited Disneyland Paris, as 
part of their Product Design education.  
Another visit is being planned for next year.   
This course allows students to select a 
focus area within Product Design; either 
Graphics or Resistant Materials  
 

Entry Grade / Required Skills  
Students who do well in this subject have 
typically achieved at least a C at GCSE in 
Product Design / Graphics or at least a 
Merit in Engineering. You will need a broad 
base of practical skills and the confidence 
to experiment with a wide variety of 
materials. However, a passion for wanting 
to be creative and willingness learn about 
design and problem solving is essential.  
Every year we do accept students who 
have not taken one of the above subjects 
but who demonstrate and interest and skills 
as a designer. 
 

You will be expected to research and collect 
information independently and will have a 
keen interest in the world around  you.  You 
will need to be able to manage your time 
well and make full use of the facilities  both 

during free periods and after school.  
 

Teaching an d Learning Styles  
The course is 60% coursework and will be 
delivered in a variety of ways, from teacher 
led to student investigations.  By the end of 
the year you will have produced a portfolio 
of your work; this will require students to 
work maturely and independently in their 
own time showing strong determination to 
succeed.   There will be a strong theme of 
learning from each other throughout the 
course. 
 

Assessment  
AS -  U1 ï Portfolio of Creative Skills  
You will produce a single portfolio with three 
sections; product investigation, product 
design and product manufacture. This is 
likely to involve three different products 
which will depend on the route you are 
studying. For example, resistant materials, 
students might work with lighting, furniture 
or household objects, while graphics 
students might focus on display, advertising 
and architectural models. 
 

AS - U2 ï Design & Technology in 
Practice  
You study the range of materials and 
processes in your chosen material area and 
how they are classified and used.  You will 
also investigate manufacturing issues and 
the impact of Design and Technology on 
society 
 

A2 - U3 ï Designing for the Future  
You will develop your knowledge of a range 
of modern design and manufacturing 
practices and contemporary design issues. 
This will include environmental awareness 
and sustainable design as well as the use of 
ICT and control technology. 

 

A2 - U4 ï Commercial Design  
This is the design and make project for A2 
level.  You must have a real client and 
design for the commercial production of your 
product. 
 

Unit Weighting Assessment 

1 60% AS (30% 
A2) 

Portfolio of 3 sections 

2 40% AS (20% 
A2) 

1 ½ hour timed exam  

3 20% A2 2 hour timed exam 

4 30% A2 Portfolio and product 

 

Progression  
A qualification in Product Design is 
recognised as being extremely important by 
colleges, universities and employers. AS/A 
Level Product & Design can lead directly to 
further opportunities to study Higher 
Education within the fields of design, 
engineering and architecture. The course 
develops confidence in ideas, opinion and 
creativity required for employment outside of 
a Product Design specialism. Possible careers 
include: 
 

¶ Fashion Design 

¶ Interior Design 
¶ Furniture Design 
¶ Teaching 
¶ Engineering 
¶ Product Design 
¶ Architecture 
¶ Advertising 
¶ Graphic Design 
¶ Electronic Engineering 
¶ TV/film Design 

 

For further information please see Mr Dower 
or Mr Suleman and have a look at our 

Department pages on Frog. 
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8EB01  
Examining Body: Edexcel  
Subject  Leader: Miss C 
Thompson  
 
Course O verview  
 
AS Modules  
 
Unit 1:  Developing new 
business ideas 
Unit 2:  Business Economics 
 
A2 Modules  
 
Unit 3:  International Business 
Unit 4: The Wider Economic 

Environment 
 
This course is ideal for those who wish 
to pursue their studies in the world of 
business and economics and for those 
who see some sort of future career in 
Economics/Business.  You may wish to 
combine it with another subject as an 
aid to future career prospects 
 
You may also wish to do it as a third of 
fourth choice to provide an interest ing 
extra qualification. 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
A grade B or above in GSCE English 
and GSCE Business grade C or above. 
 
You will be expected to research and 
collect information independently other 

than what you learn in lessons.  You 
will need to develop a sound 
understanding of current affairs and the 
current economic climate.  This can be 
obtained from quality newspapers and 
other valid sources of information.  
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The course is theoretical and very 
academic and will be delivered in a 
variety of ways, from teacher led to 
interactive student participation.  
Students will need to research 
independently to succeed and be 
generally interested in the world around 
them.  Students will work together with 
staff to share good practice and 
inspiration. 
 
Assessment  
 
AS Units 1 & 2  
 
There are two examination papers and 
no coursework. Both papers last for 75 
minutes each. There are two sections in 
each: Section A has supported multiple-
choice questions and section B has 
questions based on data. 
 
A2 Units 3 & 4  
 
There are two examination papers and 
no  coursework. Both papers last for 90 
minutes each. There are two sections in 
each: Section A has questions based on 
data; while section B for Unit 3 has a 
case study and questions and Unit 4 

has a decision making report and 
questions based on a pre-release case 
study. 
 
Progression  
 
Further/Higher Education  
 
There is an increasingly wide selection 
of courses in Higher Education ranging 
from the very mathematical 
Econometrics to Applied Economics, 
and from Business and Marketing to 
Managerial courses.  It is suitable, too, 
as a subject for a large variety of 
courses including Law, Accountancy, 
Languages, Engineering and Scientific 
management. 
 
Career Prospects  
 
In addition to entry into Higher 
Education, some students use 
Economics and Business as a direct 
means of entry to employment at 18+, 
e.g., financial services, Civic Service, 
public administration and retailing.  
 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.edexcel.com  

 

http://www.edexcel.com/


 

 

Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: Specification B  
Examining Body: AQA  
Subject  Leader: Mrs T Graham  
 
Course Overview  
 
The course explores the changing 
nature and function of language.  You 
will examine and analyse a range of 
spoken and written texts. At AS level 
you will study the principles of English 
Language.  You will also focus on 3 
specific social contexts: Language and 
Power, Language and Gender and 
Language and Technology.  You will 
also produce writing in different genres 
for different audiences and purposes.  
 
At A2 the focus will be on 2 specific 
areas of Language Study: Child 
Language Acquisition and Language 
Change.  You will also produce an 
investigation of your own choice.  You 
will then produce a media text focusing 
on the language ideas and issues 
surrounding the investigation topic.  
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students will need GCSE English 
Language at Grade B or above . 
 
The course is for those who enjoyed 
their English GCSE course and wish to 
discover more about language use, 
production, development and 
investigation. 
 
 

Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The course will be delivered in a variety 
of ways, from teacher led to interactive 
student presentations.  I n each year of 
the course there will be an element of 
written coursework and a written 
examination. This will require students 
to work maturely in their own time 
showing strong determination to 
succeed.  Students will work together 
with staff to share good  practice and 
inspiration. 
 
Assessment  
 
The course is broken into 2 units for the 
AS course and 2 units for the A Level, 
 
AS 2 units including;  
 Categorising Texts ï 2 

hour examination. 
 Coursework ï Creating 

Texts.  
 
A2 2 units including;  
 Coursework - 

Investigating Language. 
 Developing Language ï 

2½ hour examination.  
 
Progression  
 
A qualification in English Language is 
recognised as being extremely 
important by colleges, universities and 
employers. Career options are very wide 
after studying English Language at A 
Level and include: 
 

¶ law 
¶ the world of business 
¶ journalism 
¶ the media 
¶ teaching  
¶ travel and tourism 

 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog. 
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8ET01/9ET01  
Examining Body: A QA 
Subject  Leader: Mrs T Graham  
 
Course Overview  
 
This course will appeal to those 
students who particularly enjoy 
reading, exploring and analysing a 
range of literary forms: plays, prose 
and poetry. 
 
Students will explore and investigate a 
wide range of t exts, looking at the 
influence of contexts. They will study 
texts selected from our diverse English 
Literary heritage, analysing the ways 
writers use literary techniques, 
structure, form and language.  They 
will be taught to: analyse set texts in 
depth; explore and comment on 
unseen texts independently; develop 
their comparative skills and read with 
insight and empathy. The course also 
requires students to undertake a 
programme of wider reading to add 
breadth to their knowledge. Students 
will develop the ability to engage with 
the views of others and explore critical 
responses.  

 
Texts currently being studied at AS 
level include óA Clockwork Orangeô, 
Shakespeareôs óMuch Ado About 
Nothingô, óBrighton Rockô and poetry on 
the theme of work.  These are 
assessed through a combination of 

coursework and examination.   
At A2 texts currently include óSpiesô, 
óThe Kite Runnerô, selected poetry from 
the Romantic period, óBrave New Worldô 
and a cluster of poems on the theme of 
War.  Students will also acquire the 
skills to analyse unseen texts.  
Students are assessed through 
coursework and examination. 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students will need GCSE English 
Language at Grade B or above . 
GCSE English Literature at Grade C or 
above would be an advantage. 
 
Teaching a nd Learning Styles  
 
The course is delivered in a wide variety 
of ways including teacher and student 
led presentations, independent research 
tasks, theatre visits and creative work.  
These tasks are completed in 
preparation for the coursework 
component and the written examination.  
 
Assessment  
 
The course consists of two units at AS 
level and two at A2. Both levels include 
one internally assessed unit of 
coursework and an examination 
assessed externally by AQA.  
 
The coursework is weighted at 40% and 
the exam at 60%.  
 
Unit 1  ï Explorations in Prose and 

Poetry ï examination of 2 hours 15 
minutes 
 
Unit 2  ï Explorations in Drama ï 
assessed by two pieces of coursework 
 
Unit 3  ï Interpretations of Prose and 
Poetry ï examination of 2 hours 45 
minutes 
 
Unit 4  ï Reflections in Literary Studies 
ï assessed by coursework folder of 
3000 words. 
 
Progression  
 
A qualification in English Literature at A 
level is recognised and highly regarded 
by colleges, universities and employers. 
Career options and application of then 
skills and knowledge acquired are 
diverse. These include: Law, Business, 
Media and Public Relations, Publishing, 
Teaching and Further Education, 
Government and Local Government, as 
well as the opportunity to p rogress to 
further study at MA and PHD level. 
 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.thepoetryhouse.org  
https://en.wikipedia.org   
www.arts.guardian.co.uk 
www.britishtheatreguide.info  
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 2650  
Examining Body: AQA  
Subject  Leader: Miss R James  
 
Course Overview  
 
This course is for students who have 
enjoyed studying languages at KS4 
and who want to further their 
knowledge of the topical 
issues/themes surrounding the 
francophone world. Students will gain 
a deeper understanding of 
grammatical structure, syntax and 
phonetics whilst also developing their 
linguistic skills in all four areas; 
listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  
 
At AS Level, students will cover the 
topics of Media, Popular Culture, 
Healthy Living and 
Family/Relationships. At A2 Level, 
students will study the Environment, 
Multicultural Society, Contemporary 
Social Issues and two Cultural Topics; 
la province de Québec / une étude de 
film; les films de Jean-Pierre Jeunet. 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students who do well in this subject 
have typically achieved Grades A* ï C 
at GCSE French with some experience 
of Higher Level entry papers, although 
they may not have sat these in the 
final exam. An enthusiasm and an 

interest in the subject is a must.  
 
Students will be expected to complete 
preparation of texts, grammar exercises 
and interactive tasks in their 
independent study time in order to 
reinforce the learning of topics and 
themes within the lesson.  
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The course is delivered by two 
members of staff across nine lessons. 
Lessons are diverse and interactive, 
using text books, the internet, 
presentations and supported by our 
interactive and independent learning 
site, Kerboodle! 
 
The course content is reinforced by a 
focus on examination technique and 
skills practice. Students will develop 
their abilities to express opinions and 
ideas on everyday themes in 
preparation for the oral and written 
exam papers. 
 
Assessment  
 
The course is divided into 4 units , 
spread equally over the AS and A2 
qualifications. At the end of year 12 , 
you will sit 2 units;  
Unit 1  (reading, listening and writing 
paper) and Unit 2  (speaking 
examination).  
 
 

You will complete Unit 3  and Unit 4  at 
the end of study in Year 13 ; 
Unit 3  consists of a reading, writing 
and listening paper which includes an 
in-depth study of a French film director . 
Unit 4  is a second oral examination.   
 
Pro gression  
 
An AS / A2 Level in French can open 
many doors for you and compliments 
any job or university application in any 
discipline. Acquiring an A Level French 
qualification and the intercultural skills it 
gives helps students to follow careers in 
almost any area including; law, 
publishing, marketing, travel, logistics, 
engineering, sales, interpreting, primary 
and secondary teaching. Mastering one 
language at A Level can also 
springboard students into embarking on 
new languages ab initio. 
 
For further in formation please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.languageswork.org.uk  
www.toplanguagejobs.co.uk 
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  Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8GE01 /0GE01  
Examining Body: Edexcel  
Subject  Leader: Mr N Bowden  
 
Course Overview  
 
This course is for those students who: 

¶ Have an interest in and concern for 
the environment 

¶ Are interested in current affairs  
¶ Enjoy studying a subject that is 

relevant to their ow n lives and 
experiences 

¶ Want the opportunity to carry out 
practical work outdoors as well as 
class work 

¶ Enjoy finding out their own answers 
through research 

 
At AS level the topics covered are: 
 
Unit 1  Global Challenges: Hazards, 
Climate Change and Global Warming. 
 
Unit 2  Geographical Investigations: 
Extreme weather and Rebranding 
Places. 
 
If you go on to take the full A level, 
the topics for the A2 units are:  
 
Unit 3  Contested Planet: Energy 
Security, Water Conflicts, Biodiversity 
under Threat Bridging the 
Development Gap, the Technological 
Fix and Superpower Geography. 
 

Unit 4  Geographical Research: Life on 
the Margins ï The Food Supply Problem 
and Tectonic Activity and Hazards 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students will need a Grade C or 
above in Geogra phy at GCSE , 
although students who have not studied 
Geography at GCSE, but have 5 or more 
Grade Cs in other subjects are also 
welcome.     
 

Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The Geography course is delivered 
through a combination of teacher led 
lessons and more student centred 
research tasks. Students will master the 
skills of data interpretation and 
research as well as learning to cope 
with traditional essay writing. Unit 2 
involves 3 separate days of fieldwork to 
places in the local area as well as the 
Lake District. 
 
Assessment  
 
The course is assessed by two exams at 
AS level and by a combination of exams 
and coursework at A2. 
 
Progression  
 
Geography is considered an appropriate 
A level for many degree courses as it 
has both a science and an arts element 
to i t.  It can be taken to c omplement 
any combination of A levels. 

Possible careers include: 
 

¶ Teaching  
¶ Town planning 
¶ Environmental management 
¶ Marketing 
¶ Forestry 
¶ Housing management 
¶ Leisure and tourism 

 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit:  
 
www.edexcel.org.uk  
 
 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/


 

 
Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8GP01/9GP01  
Examining Body: Edexcel  
Subject  Leader: Mr N Bowden  
 
Course Overview  
 
The course will appeal to those 
students who 
 
¶ Have an interest in the world 

around them 
¶ Want to know more about the 

society they live in, how it works 
and how it could work  

¶ Enjoy debate, discussion and 
argument 

¶ Like to think for themselves 
¶ Like to explore different ideas and 

points of view 
 
The Government and Politics course is 
divided into four units. The topics for 
AS are: 
 
Unit 1  People and Politics: How 
democracy works, political ideas, 
elections and party policies. 
 
Unit 2  Governing the UK: The 
constitution, parliament, the 
government and judiciary. 
 
If you go on to take the full A level, the 
topics for the A2 units are:  
 
Unit 3  Introducing Political Ideologies. 
 
Unit 4  Governing the USA. 

Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students will need 5 or more Grade Côs 
or above in GCSE subjects including 
English. 
 
This is an essay based subject and 
students should be able to cope with 
writing extended answers to questions. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The Government and Politics course is 
delivered through a combination of 
teacher led lessons and tutorials. There 
is an emphasis on discussion work in 
lessons. Students are expected to 
undertake further reading and research 
in preparation for lessons. 
 
Assessment  
 
The course is assessed by two exams at 
AS level and by two further exams at 
A2. There is no coursework element. 
 
Progression  
 
Government and Politics is considered 
an appropriate A level for many degree 
courses. It can be taken to complement 
a number of AS level combinations and 
is also a useful fourth subject for those 
wanting to broaden their Post -16 studies 
beyond the sciences.  
 
While some people use Government and 
Politics directly in teaching, lecturing 
and government, most do not. The skills 

developed studying Government and 
Politics are needed in a very wide 
variety of careers 
 
Possible careers include: 
 

¶ Law 
¶ Banking 
¶ Media work 
¶ Marketing 
¶ Public relations 
¶ Personnel work 
 

 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.edexcel.org.uk  
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 8HI01/9HI01  
Examining Body: Edexcel  
Subject  Leader: Mr N Bowden  
 
Course Overview  
 
The course will appeal to those 
students who: 
 

¶ Enjoy reading about people and 
events in the past. 

¶ Would like to develop skills of 
critical thinking, analysis and 
evaluation. 

¶ Enjoy engaging in discussion over 
the interpretation of a variety of 
historical sources. 

¶ Would like to be able to 
communicate ideas orally and in 
writing.  

¶ Want to make sense of the present 
by understanding the past. 

 
The History course is divided into four 
units. The topics for AS are: 
 
Unit 1  - Power, Belief and Conflict in 
Early Modern Europe. 
 
Unit 2  - Britain in the later 20 th 
Century: Responding to Change. 
 
If you go on to take the full A level, 
the topics for the A2 units are:  
 
Unit 3  - Challenging Authority: From 
Kaiser to Fuhrer 

 
Unit 4  Historical Enquiry: International 
Relations 1879 ï 1980. 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students will need a grade C or above 
in History at GCSE  although students 
who have not studied History at  GCSE, 
but who have 5 or more Grade Cs in 
other subjects are also welcome. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The History course is delivered through 
a combination of teacher led lessons 
and tutorials. Students led independent 
learning is a key feature of the course 
and students are expected to cover a 
wide range of reading related to the 
topics covered. 
 
Assessment  
 
The course is assessed by two exams at 
AS level and by a combination of exams 
and coursework at A2. The coursework 
unit at A2 involves some teaching but is 
essentially a guided independent 
research study. 
 
Progression  
 
History is considered to be an 
appropriate A Level for many degree 
courses.  It can be taken to 
complement a number of AS Level 
combinations, and is also a useful 
fourth subject for t hose wanting to 

broaden their Post-16 studies. 
 
While some people use History directly 
in teaching, lecturing, library and 
museum work, most do not.  The skills 
developed studying History are in 
demand in a very wide variety of 
careers. 
 
Possible careers include: 
 

¶ Law 
¶ Banking 
¶ Journalism 
¶ Media work 
¶ Personnel work 

 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.edexcel.org.uk  
 
 
 
 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/


 

 

Level : AS and A2  
Course Code: 2160  
Examini ng Body: AQA  
Subject  Leader: Miss C 
Thompson  
 
Course Overview  
 
AS LAW  
 

¶ Law making  
¶ Legal system  
¶ Criminal and civil liability  
 

The first year concentrates on law-
making  and the workings of the court 
system. You will gain a useful insight 
into the law of n egligence as well as 
the criminal law. We focus on offences 
of assault and battery, including GBH. 
 
A2 LAW ï Criminal law  
 

¶ Offences against the 
person  

¶ Offences against property  
 

The focus on the second year is crime. 
This includes the law relating to 
murder, manslaughter, theft, robbery 
and blackmail. We discuss and debate 
problems in the law and proposals for 
reform.  
 

Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Students who do well in this subject 

have typically achieved grades A* ï B 
at GCSE in a subject such as Engl ish 
or Humanities . You will need good 
communication and literacy skills. 
You will be expected to research and 
collect information independently. You 
will need to be able to manage your 
time well. An ability to recall a high level 
of factual information is essential, as it 
the ability to then apply that knowledge 
to case type scenarios. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles  
 
The course will be delivered in a variety 
of styles, from teacher led discussions to 
interactive student presentations. Full 
use will be made of films, documentaries 
and other media to enhance 
understanding.  
The course is wholly assessed by way of 
examination. There will be exam 
practise throughout the course and 
regular formal assessment to prepare 
students. 
Considerable revision is required to 
succeed and students must be prepared 
to put in the effort required.  
 
Assessment  
 
The course is broken into 2 units for the 
AS course and 2 units for the A2. Each 
unit is worth 25% of your overall A 
Level.  
 

 
 

Progression  
 
A qualification in Law provides a useful 
insight into those considering studying 
Law at Degree level. It would clearly 
benefit those who wish to pursue a 
career in the legal profession. It also 
links well with areas such as Politics, 
Economics as well as those wishing to 
study Sociology and Psychology 
 
 
Possible careers include : 
 

¶ Solicitor 
¶ Barrister 
¶ Police force 
¶ Business 
¶ Politics 

 
For further information please see our 
Department pages on Frog or visit: 
 
www.aqa.org.uk/ qual/gce/business/law_
overview.php 
www.Parliament.uk 
http://sixthformlaw.info/  
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Level: AS and A2  
Course Code: 3895, 3896, 
7895, 7896  
Examining Body: OCR (MEI)  
Subje ct  Leader: Mr A Bolton  
 
Aims of the Course:  
 
The course should enable students to: 
 
¶ Develop their understanding of 

Mathematical principles and their 
interest in the subject;  

¶ Extend their range of 
Mathematical skills and techniques 
and use them in more diff icult 
problems; 

¶ Develop the ability to apply 
Mathematical techniques in other 
subjects; 

¶ Acquire the foundation necessary 
for the further study of 
mathematics and other disciplines; 

¶ Recognise situations where the 
use of modern technology is 
appropriate and be confident in its 
application; 

¶ Develop confidence and 
enthusiasm in their approach to 
the subject 

 
Course Overview  
 
The course followed will be the MEI 
Structured Mathematics syllabus 
examined by OCR. 
 
Most students at this level will take 

Mathematics as a support subject. 
Their needs are almost as diverse as 
their main fields of study, requiring the 
breadth of strands offered at Post 16 
which include Pure Mathematics (Core), 
Mechanics, Statistics and Decision 
Mathematics. 
 
Further Mathematics is offered for the 
students who are considering going on 
to study Mathematics at university or 
those who wish to be challenged by the 
work covered at some depth. 
 
Modules taught are Core (C1, C2, C3, & 
C4), Mechanics (M1, M2 & M3), 
Statistics (S1, S2 & S3), Discrete & 
Decision (D1 & D2) and Further 
Mathematics (FP1 & FP2). 
 
Entry Grade / Required Skills  
 
Statistically students who gain an A*,  A 
or a B pass at the higher-level 
Mathematics GCSE are more likely to 
be successful.  
 
Students with a grade below a B at 
GCSE Mathematics are not allowed 
to start the AS course.  
 
Assessment  
 
AS Mathematics consists of three 
modules: C1, C2 plus one from M1, S1 
or D1. 
 
A2 Mathematics required three 
additional modules: C3, C4 plus an 

optional module from M1, M2, S1, S2, 
D1 or D2.  
 
AS Further Mathematics consists of FP1 
plus two of the optional modules.  
 
A2 Further Mathematics required three 
additional modules, which must include 
FP2.  
 
Career Prospects  
 
An A Level in Mathematics can help 
open the door to a variety of careers, 
especially in the fields of science, 
technology and finance.  
 
In a recent Times Educational 
Supplement survey graduates aged 
between 21-26, who also had an A 
level in Mathematics, earned, on 
average 13% more than their peers.  
Students who can analyse and problem 
solve at a high level are a valuable 
commodity in this technological world.  
 
www.mei.org.uk    - Website of exam 
body 
 

http://www.mei.org.uk/



